For information about how you can support
Augustana Care, please contact Kay Gudmestad,
vice president of fund development.
phone: 612-238-5209
e-mail: kagudmes@augustanacare.org

Life-changing Gifts

Perhaps you have another idea for how your bequest to
Augustana Care might benefit others. We would welcome
a conversation with you.
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Why Augustana Care is in My Will
Bill, you’ve been devoted to
Augustana Lakeside for 31
years. Please share your sense
of connection here.

Donations may be made in cash, securities,
IRA and other retirement accounts, real
estate or tangible personal property. Gifts
may be fully deductible; consult an attorney
to be sure. You’ll also want your attorney
to verify that the provision states our legal
name: Augustana Care. Please inform us of
your bequest so you may be acknowledged
and Augustana Care may plan for its future.

$10,000
$5,000
$2,400
$1,000
$750
$150
$75
$35

Bill Ward is the administrator of the Augustana
Lakeside campus in Dassel, Minnesota.

Fund Development Of fice
1007 East 14th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55404

Scanners to detect infections
Lift for immobile residents
Twelve art classes
Gardening supplies/flowers
Eight hours of staff training
Assistive-hearing device for chapel
Fifty resistance bands for therapy
Supplies for two prayer shawls

Planning Your Legacy

What’s the best way to leave a legacy
conveying your ideals and values while
helping others long after you are gone?
Gifts by bequest enable Augustana Care to
better address the ever-changing needs of
our aging community, advocate for elders
and improve the quality of life for those
who have given so much of themselves.

A bequest of any size helps Augustana Care foster
fullness of life for older adults through the provision
of housing, health care and community-based services
such as adult day programs. Here are examples of ways
your gift can make a difference:

If you no longer wish to receive this publication or prefer to receive it electronically, please
contact us at fundraising@augustanacare.org or call 612-238-5211. Your help saving paper and
postage will be appreciated.

Gifts that Keep on Giving

I have never felt like I’ve outgrown
the challenges and opportunities
available right here. One of the joys
of working at Lakeside is in seeing
so many lives impacted directly by
the work of the whole team.
Augustana Lakeside is the smallest
of the Augustana Care facilities,
but we still admit about 120 people
each year and about 85 of those
will go home after recovery.

It isn’t just the physical healing.
We watch people heal spiritually
and mentally. Many come to
Augustana Lakeside in a state
of frustration or depression or
feeling demoralized from a long
and tough illness or injury.
One of the best things our team
does is say, “Goodbye.” When we
send people home their outlook
is improved and the sparkle is
back in their eyes. We know they
are doing well when they start
teasing the staff.

continued...

What Your Bequest Can Mean to Others

Because of his
passion for his
work, Bill and
his wife, Sandy,
chose to include
Augustana Care
in their will.

Photo of Bill Ward around campus

A Conversation with Bill Ward

Creating a will ensures your
legacy lives on and conveys
the values important to you. To
provide support to Augustana
Care beyond your lifetime, you
can make a bequest in your will.
This allows you to transfer a
gift of money or property to the
organization.
Augustana Care relies on the
generosity of individuals to
sustain the variety of health,
housing and community-based
services we provide to our
residents and clients. Naming

Augustana Care as a beneficiary
expands your legacy in several
ways:
• Extends the support you’ve
provided during your lifetime
• Provides your heirs with potential
tax benefits
• Makes a meaningful and lasting
contribution to your community
Making a bequest to Augustana
Care helps ensure the services
that made a difference to you and
your loved ones will be here for
others.

The Importance of Keeping Your
Will Current
Bill, why is it important to
you to include Augustana Care
in your will?
Sandy and I considered the legacy
we wanted to leave for our
community and the people who
are important to us. Including
our church and Augustana Lakeside in our will felt like the right
thing to do.
Why should others include
Augustana Care in their will?
I encourage people to consider how
they can continue influencing the
lives of others in a positive and
impactful way. The local care
facility is a worthy organization
that impacts lives daily—right in
our own community—providing

care for people you know or are
related to. You can trust that a
bequest to Augustana Care will not
be used improperly or consumed
by administrative costs.
Recently a new resident stopped
me, took my hand and said, “It is
so good to be home.” She had just
arrived after several weeks in the
hospital. We weren’t her house in
town, but she was talking about
her sense of “home.”
Here she is among people she
knows and trusts, people who have
lifelong relationships with her. This
is where she finds hope. How can
we not strive to keep these facilities
functioning well in our community
and offering a sense of home to all
who need us?

Do you think your final wishes are
in place? Recently, a resident at
Augustana Care passed away and it
was discovered he had left, among
his personal papers, an outdated will
and a handwritten note listing how
he wanted his assets distributed.
That list included Augustana Care.

You are in control

A will enables you to determine how, and to
whom, your property is distributed after your
death. A will gives you the peace of mind of
knowing your hard-earned assets will be used
well into the future.

Think about what matters to you

A bequest is one of the most personal gifts you
can give. Your contribution will have a direct and
lasting impact on the organizations and programs
important to you.

No bequest is too small

At Augustana Care, charitable gifts of any size
play a role in supporting many essential programs
and services. Smaller bequests can be pooled to
do great work. Your attorney will ensure you have
a proper legal statement of how you wish your
assets to be distributed.

Adding bequests to your will

If you wish to add a bequest to Augustana Care, it is
not necessary to completely revise your will. Simply
ask your attorney to prepare an amendment to your
will—a codicil—designating the type of bequest you
wish to make.

Unfortunately, a handwritten note
has no legal standing in Minnesota.
This gentleman’s desire to benefit
Augustana Care (as well as others
mentioned in the note) likely won’t
be carried out and the settlement of
his estate in the probate court will
be complicated and expensive.
At best, skipping the formalities
of a will may incur extra expense;
at worst, your true intent won’t be
fulfilled.

Five Things to Consider When
Planning Your Will

Inform those receiving a bequest

Keep your will current, and
formalize any changes you
wish to incorporate.

Bequests are a vital source of funds for Augustana
Care. We hope you will let us know you are including
Augustana Care in your will. This will allow us
to express how much we appreciate your support.
If you wish, we will keep your gift in the strictest
confidence.

Bequests are a vital source
of funds for Augustana Care

